
PE Certification

Why Professional Engineering (PE) Certification?
 • In 2019, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) released its final report on the fatal Merrimack Valley 

pipeline explosion from September of 2018. It stated, “requiring a licensed professional engineer to stamp plans 
would illustrate that the plans had been approved by an accredited professional with the requisite skills, knowledge, 
and experience to provide a comprehensive review.” 

 • Acknowledging the importance of the role of the PE in preventing an event like the Merrimack Valley explosion from 
occurring, NTSB recommends the elimination of the licensing exemption on natural gas pipeline projects in the states 
that have the exemption in place.

 • Safety of the public infrastructure has never received so much attention or concern. A PE certification on your 
engineering and design documents eases the concern for the public, legislators, and regulators.

 • PE certification enhances your company’s compliance and quality control procedures, providing a professional review 
of your documents to verify compliance with company standards and federal and state regulations.

 • A professional review provides additional opportunities for improvement, including maps and records, developing 
and enhancing GIS systems, and providing better work documentation.

Numerous states have now followed the NTSB’s recommendation by taking an essential step toward reducing risk to the 
public, with a new law requiring a PE to review and approve natural gas pipeline plans. While this does present challenges 
to the utilities, it offers an additional safeguard.

How is CHA Helping?
Since January 2019, CHA has supported Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island local distribution company gas operators 
providing professional engineered certification plans to 
support the new gas infrastructure construction projects.

Why CHA?
CHA has the staff, experience, and knowledge to bring 
resources to this effort, and we have been doing similar 
projects in the northeast for several years. CHA’s licensed 
and experienced utility engineers support utilities as they 
upgrade their natural gas systems for safe and reliable service. 
Our staff of professional engineers, certified in all 50 states, 
can help you navigate the process to bring your natural gas 
infrastructure projects into regulatory compliance. We have 
the insight to pare down detail as needed for quicker and more efficient project turnaround when timing is critical. If 
required, our gas engineers can also confidently recommend the right main connections for your unique system.
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Build, operate, and maintain your utilities with the reassurance of CHA
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Certify the integrity and safety of your natural gas utilities by contacting us.
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